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more downcast than any other a moment before;
"for among us has heen retained one who has
probably been especially destined for this very
service. There is yet Ten-teh. Let us seek him
out."

With this design they sought for Ten-teh and
finding him in his hut they confidently invoked
his assistance, pointing out how he would save
all their lives and receive great honour. To
their dismay Ten-teh received them with solemn
curses and drove them from his door with blows,
calling them traitors, ungrateful ones, and
rebellious subjects whose minds were so far
removed from submissive loyalty that rather'
than perish harmlessly they would inopportunely
thrust themselves in upon the attention of the
divine Emperor when his mind was full of great
matters and his thoughts tenaciously fixed upon
the scheme for reclaiming the abandoned outer
lands of his forefathers. "Behold," he1 cried,
"when a hand is raised to sweep into obliviofc.
a thousand earth-worms they lift no voice in
protest, and in this matter ye are less than
earth-worms. The dogs are content to starve
dumbly while their masters feast, and ye are
less than dogs. The dutiful son cheerfully sub-
mits himself to torture on the chance that his
father's sufferings may be lessened, and the
Emperor, as the supreme head, is more to be
venerated than any father; but your hearts are
sheathed in avarice and greed." Thus he drove
them away, and their last hope being gone they
wandered back to the forest, wailing and filling
the air with their despairing moans; for the brief
light that had inspired them was extinguished
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